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Dear followers of Christ, 
 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry often describes us as “The Episcopal branch of the Jesus 
movement.” 
 
As we begin to talk about stewardship of our parish and wider community, I want to pose these 
questions: What does that mean for us? What is God calling us to do as followers of Jesus? 
 
As Episcopalians, we love our worship. Our liturgies inspire us. The Eucharist is at the center of 
our lives. We believe the Bible is the Word of God and we are people of the Word. 
As part of the Jesus movement, we follow the One who loves us so much that he gave his life so that 
we might understand God’s never-ending love for all of creation. 
 
And here’s the hard part: As followers of Jesus, we are called to give all of ourselves to God’s work 
in the world. In the sixth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus, after teaching us how to pray, talks to 
us about money, our needs and our hope. He reminds us that we cannot have two masters. We 
cannot love God and money. 
 
Jesus then says: 
“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your life?” 
 
He finishes by calling each of us with these words, “But seek first God’s kingdom and God’s 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
How would our church - how would we - be transformed if each of us remembered these words of 
Jesus? We are indeed called to set new priorities. 
 
Establishing new priorities for ourselves and for our church means transforming how we think 
about generosity. That transformation will call upon us to look for generosity in every aspect of our 
work and in every aspect of our lives. Remember the tenth chapter of Mark’s Gospel: “Jesus, looking 
at the man, loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 
 
Jesus calls us to take the long view. Again, he challenges us to give all of ourselves to God’s 
righteousness and trust in God’s care. What a challenge! What transformation! 
 
One of my spiritual practices is to return 10%, a tithe, of my income to God. I recognize that all I 
have comes from God and giving in this way has transformed my life. I hope you will consider 
joining me in this practice this year as we work together to transform generosity in our church, our 
community and our lives. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Mother Debra+  
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How to Give? 
 

It’s easy…read on!!! 
 

In order for Christ Church to fulfill its mission, it has to have sufficient income for the basics which 
are outlined in the budget. Sure, there is ministry included in the budget, however, another way to 
help us each to decide just how much we will contribute is to think of the church’s budget as our 
written statement of the limits we intend to put on our work for the Kingdom of God for the coming 
year. 
 

Some of us just don’t pledge but do contribute when the plate is passed on Sunday…the “Pay per 
View” approach. To be sure, plate offerings are appreciated, and the money is needed. The challenge 
is that plate offerings cannot be used in planning the church’s budget and ministries. We encourage 
you to give pledging a try this year. 
 

So, assuming that, after family discussion and prayer, an amount to give as a pledge has been 
determined. How do we give it? Each church member, or family, that makes a pledge has an 
envelope number assigned to them (even if envelopes are not requested). Unless otherwise 
requested, family contributions are combined and recorded as one. All financial gifts from family 
members are entered using the assigned envelope number. Combining a family’s contribution to 
one envelope number opens a way to begin teaching financial stewardship to children. Let them 
participate by placing their own money into an envelope that has the family’s number on it. 
 

Here are some ways to fulfill your pledge: 
• Write a check. Place it in the offering plate, a traditional method. 
• Cash is still accepted! Be sure it is in an envelope with your pledge number on it. 
• Automatic payments from your bank to the church. Ask your bank to set it up for you. 
• Online giving is very easy. Go to http://www.christchurchrockville.org/ and choose “eGiving” in 

the top banner. There you will find ways to fulfill your pledge or make other financial 
contributions to Christ Church (such as to the school’s capital campaign). 

• Credit card automatic payment. Christ Church does not encourage creating credit card debt but 
does recognize that many of us do take advantage of the many perks offered by credit card 
companies for using their services. Yes, there is a cost to Christ Church when credit cards are 
used. Please consider increasing your credit card gift by 4% so the church enjoys 100% of the 
budgeted pledge amount! 

• Minimum Required Distribution (MRD) of your 401k retirement plan. Instruct your financial 
institution to send your MRD directly to Christ Church. That way it never touches your hands 
and is not a taxable event for you. Be sure to talk to your accountant about this! Gary Correll, 
egcorrell@verizon.net, should be notified that an MRD is coming to the church for all or part of 
your pledge. The check from your institution should be made out to “The Vestry of Prince 
George's Parish, Christ Episcopal Church.” 

• Appreciated stock is another way to fulfill your pledge with non-taxed dollars. Again, get advice 
from your accountant before you do this. 

 

As long as you and your loved ones are talking about giving, bring up the subject of a will! A will is 
not normally thought of as a way of pledge fulfilment. Nevertheless, naming your church as a 
beneficiary is a statement of your commitment to the continuing of the ministries of Christ Church. 
Chances are that about 50% of us reading this do not have a will and that about half of those of us 
that do have a will have not updated it to fit our current circumstances. For your family’s sake, if 
you don’t have an up-to-date will, please get one! 
 

Finally, one the easiest ways to make a legacy gift is to name your Christ Church as a beneficiary of 
your life insurance! In our Episcopal tradition, the liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds 
all meaning in the resurrection. What a better way to give a gift of new life than through a legacy gift 
by naming Christ Church in your will or life insurance? 
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Christian concern, I believe it is fundamental to what it means to be human, what it means to 
be created in God’s image, and what it means to carry out God’s will on earth. 
 

In the creation stories, God creates all the creatures and pronounces each of them good before 
humans are created, so their value to God cannot depend solely on their relationship to 
humans. 
 

Looking beyond the creation stories, scripture also tells us that God covenants with the animals 
(Gen. 9:9-17 and Hosea 2:18), that the animals praise God (Psalms, e.g., 33, 50, 104, 150), and 
that God loves and cares for them (Psalms, Job, Numbers 22:28-33, Jonah 4:11, Matthew 
10:29). 
 

So, where does that leave us as creatures uniquely created in God’s image? 
 

[S]cholars have begun to reexamine what it means to be created in God’s image in the context of 
the scriptures and in the context of the ancient cultures in which they were written. It is now 
nearly unanimously agreed by them that to be created in God’s likeness and image was 
intended to convey the idea that we are created with the power and purpose to reflect God’s 
image, God’s character, into the world. This is similar to the practice of ancient rulers, who 
would often place statues in areas of their realm they couldn’t get to personally. Those images 
were intended to remind people who their ruler was. 
 

So, being created in God’s image does not convey status, it imposes responsibility. 
And this changes everything in our understanding of dominion, doesn’t it? Suddenly, the other 
creatures are not created to meet our needs; instead, we are charged with reflecting the mercy 
and love of God to them. We are to “attest to and enact” God’s character for the animals. This is 
consistent with the whole of scripture: wherever God gives power He gives responsibility. 
 

I argue that our value comes from the fact that we are loved by God – just like all the other 
creatures. Our importance (not status) comes from the responsibilities we have been given, 
which means we had better be serious about fulfilling them. 
 

But let’s pause a moment to notice that our exercise of dominion goes expressly to the animals, 
not species, not natural resources, not the earth, not the environment. To the animals – whom 
God knows as individuals, just as He does you and me – not one sparrow falls without the 
Father. Of course, we have obligations to care for the environment that scripture speaks to 
eloquently, but we are created in God’s image so that we can have dominion over the animals – 
it is a particular responsibility, because unlike species and resources and environments, 
animals are not just live, they have lives. They can suffer and they can rejoice. We are not just 
stewards protecting a resource, we are representatives, reflecting love and compassion and 
mercy. 
 

I think that when we care for animals we are usually also caring for humans. Consider [the 
following]:  

• When we nurture compassion and humanity, we can prevent violence against both 
humans and animals, because studies show those are linked. 

• When we change our diets so as not to support factory farming, we stop underwriting 
cruelty to animals, massive sources of pollution, overuse of antibiotics which threatens 
public health, and terrible working conditions for humans that often result in PTSD. 

• When we care for the planet we care not just for the animals’ habitat, but for our own. 
 
If the above peaked your interest, we invite you to visit Lois’ blog at 
www.dominionintheimageofGod.com.  
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Blessing of the Animals 

 

Thank you to all who attended Christ Church’s annual  
Blessing of the Animals and to Mother Debra and Mother  
Cindy for offering a wonderful service for our pets! It was a  
beautiful afternoon in Foley Park and animals received their  
blessings with joy!   Also, great job Christ Church for your  
donations at Blessing of the Animals to two worthy organiz- 
ations: MCPAW and the Montgomery County Community  
Cat Coalition! 
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Music at Christ Church 
 

National Philharmonic Singers in Concert at Christ Church 
Mark Your Calendars for December 15th, 2018 at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The National Philharmonic Singers are pleased to announce their annual Christmas 
Concert that will be held at Christ Church at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 
15th. Processionals and recessionals frame this beautiful "Christmas by Candlelight,” 
concert, featuring a range of Renaissance to Contemporary music styles for choir with 
organ and A Cappella. A wide variety of familiar holiday music is also planned, including 
“Carols for All to Sing", as well as favorites such as “Silent Night” and other special music 
selections for the season. 
 

The National Philharmonic Singers, conducted by Victoria Gau and Stan Engebretson, is a 
select group of 25 vocal artists drawn from the National Philharmonic Chorale of 
Strathmore. The Singers perform featured concerts throughout Montgomery County 
communities. 
 

This is the 13th year for their return to Christ Church for their holiday program. 
 

All donations are for the benefit of Community Ministries of Rockville, a most important 
ministry for the care of the Rockville community.  
 

Welcome! 
 

Newcomer Corner 
 

The Glynn Family 
 
Please welcome the Glynn family: Melene and Emmanuel and their children, Kyle (age 15), 
Kirstin (age 15) and Kristian (age 12). The Glynns 
moved to Rockville in 2015 and began attending 
Christ Church regularly almost two years ago. 
They were drawn to CEC by the welcoming and 
engaging community. 
 

Melene is originally from Trinidad and Tobago, 
and Emmanuel from St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, where the family lived prior to their 
move to Rockville. Emmanuel is currently 
managing the family and contemplating a career 
change. Melene works for the Organization of 
American States. Kyle and Kirstin attend Richard 
Montgomery, and love fencing and swimming, 
respectively! Kristian attends Julius West, and is an avid model airplane flyer. Kyle and 
Kristian trained as acolytes last year and are now active members of the acolyte corps. All 
three children are becoming active in the CEC youth group as well. 
 
Welcome to Christ Church, Melene, Emmanuel, Kyle, Kirstin and Kristian! 
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Children's & Youth Ministries 
 

          Sunday, November 4th  
        

       Worship Services are at 7:45, 9am & 11am   
        

       Nursery is available 9am – 12:15pm for infants & toddlers   
        

       Children's Church begins at 8:45am in the Dining Room 
       for all Preschoolers - Third Grade.  ALL SAINTS’ PARADE TODAY - Arrive Early!  
        

       Sunday School from 10:15 – 11am in the Classrooms  
 

Young Youth (5th & 6th grade) from 12 – 2pm in the Dining Room & Rockville 
    

       Youth Group (7th – 12th grade) from 4 – 6pm in the Murdock Room 
 

          Sunday, November 11th 
        

       Worship Services are at 7:45, 9am & 11am  
     

       Nursery is available 9am – 12:15pm for infants & toddlers  
        

       Children's Church begins at 9am in the Dining Room 
       

       Sunday School from 10:15 – 11am in the Classrooms 
    

       CES Bookfair from 10:15 – 12:30pm in the Murdock Room 
 

Saturday, November 17th 
 

       Youth Group Breakfast & Set-Up from 8:30 – 10am 
Youth Group (7 – 12 graders) are invited to a Waffle Breakfast in the Parish House      
followed by setting up for Rise Against Hunger.  Friends are welcome & earn SSL hours!  

 
       Rise Against Hunger - Food Packing Event at 10:00am  
       All ages are welcome to this fun and lively event packaging food for Rise Against Hunger!  
       Meet in the Dining Room and bring your family & friends to help us package 15,000 meals  
       in 2 hours.  Donations are welcome to help use pay it forward for next years’ event! 

 

NEEDED …..  NEEDED …..  NEEDED 
Canned Foods for Manna Smart Sacks 

Canned Vegetables, Tuna and Peanut Butter  
 

Toiletries & SOCKS for Thrive DC 
Travel and Full-Size Toiletries, SOCKS and more SOCKS!   

 

Pet Food for MCPAW 
 Cans or Bags of food for Cats & Dogs 

 

Bring donations to the Narthex or Dining Room – THANK YOU for MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 
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All Christ Church Worshipers 

 

Especially those new in the past twelve months,  
 

          those who have missed earlier newcomer events, 
   and those who feel new at heart!!! 

 
 

     The Welcoming Committee  
    cordially invites you  

    to a newcomer reception  
    to be introduced  

     to our parish family. 
 

  Sunday, December 2nd   
 from 10:10 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

 The Murdock Room 
 

All in the Parish are invited! 
 



  

OTHER PARISH EVENTS 
(Date/Event/ Time/ Location) 

 

  

1 CES Preschool One-one-One Fun (preschool library) 
2  
3  
4 All Saints’ Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time Ends (fall back 1 hour Saturday night) 
Children’s Saints’ Parade 8:45am (DR, Church) 
GAP Youth (5-6 grades) Lunch Outing 12:00 noon (meet at PH) 
Youth Group Fun Times 4:00pm (YR, K) 

5  
6 Pastoral Care Committee Meeting 7:30pm (PH LR) 
7  
8  
9  

10 Adult Supper Club 7:00pm  (hosted by Gary & Emily Correll) 
11 CES Scholastic Book Fair 10:10am  (Murdock Room) 

St. Francis Flock Meeting 12:30pm (PH LR) 
12 Veteran’s Day observed (office closed) 
13 The Angelus Submission Deadline for the December issue 

Outreach Committee Meeting 7:30pm (PH DR) 
14  
15  
16 CES Admissions Open House 9-11am (Jefferson Bldng) 

Private Recital 7:00pm (Church) 
17 Youth Group Breakfast 8:30am (PH) 

CES Admissions Open House 9-11am (Jefferson Bldng) 
“Rise Against Hunger” Meal Packing Event 10:00am (CEC DR) 

18 “Manna” Sunday (Third Sunday of each month) 
Loaves & Fishes carpool 10:15am (leave from Church) 
Bargain Box Outreach Table  (DR) 
SOS - Serving Others Sunday  10:15am (MR) 
Pet Memorial Service 5:00pm (Foley Park)

19 Dessert & Deal 6:30pm (MR) 
20 CES Grandparents & Special Friends Day (MR) 
21  
22 Thanksgiving Eucharist 10:00am (Church) 

Thanksgiving Day (office closed) 
23 (office closed) 
24  
25 Bishop Mariann Edgar Budde visits all 3 services 
26  
27 Vestry Meeting 7:30pm (PH LR) 
28 Lay Eucharistic Visitation at Collingswood 2:30pm (Rockville) 
29  
30  
 

 

 

 

KEY     CEC = Christ Episcopal Church 
PH = Parish House   CES = Christ Episcopal School 
LR = Living Room  K = Kitchen 
DR = Dining Room  N = Nursery  
MR = Murdock Room YR = Youth Room 
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NOVEMBER 2018 WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Regular Sunday Schedule 
Services at 7:45, 9:00 & 11:00 AM 

 

7:45 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I   
A Spoken Service 

 9:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite – Enriching Our Worship 
A Family Service for All People and Ages 
Featuring Choristers of Christ Church 

 9:00 AM  Children’s Church – Murdock Room   
A Service for Young Children  
Using a Story-Telling Theme with Music  9:00-9:30am   
                                                                      (Nov. 11 & 18) 

11:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite II   
Featuring Christ Church Choir 

 

Nursery  8:45 AM – 12:15 PM    for infants and toddlers 
                                                    6 months to 4 years old 
 

ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS 
   8:25 AM  Choristers Warm Up – Choir Room 
   9:00 AM  Studies in Christian Faith (led by Fran Palmer-Hill) 
10:10 AM  Adult Forum – Murdock Room 
10:15 AM  Sunday School – Classrooms Preschool-6th Grade 
                                    (Nov. 4 & 11)
10:15 AM  Choir Rehearsal 
10:15 AM  Coffee Hour – Dining Room 

REGULAR WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Monday 
   7:00 PM English Conversation Practice (CEC DR) 
Tuesday 
   9:30 AM Staff Meeting (PH) 
 

Wednesday 
12:10 PM Holy Eucharist Rite II (Church) 
 

Thursday 
12:00 PM AA (PH LR) 
  4:45 PM Chorister Snacks (Choir Room)  
  5:00 PM Chorister Rehearsal (Choir Room, Church)  
  7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room, Church)   


